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“Oxford 1947” 


XFORD 1947” may come to mean almost as 

much to the ministers of the new generation 
in American churches as “Oxford 1937” meant to 
those who are their seniors by at least a decade. 
From June 11th to June 18th almost seven hundred 
young men and women from the seminaries of the 
United States and Canada gathered at the call of the 
Interseminary Movement—jointly sponsored by the 
Student Division of the YMCA and the American 
Committee for the World Council of Churches. 
They took as their theme ‘“Man’s Disorder and 
God’s Design,” which the informed will recognize 
as the chosen subject for the first Assembly of the 
World Council to be held in Amsterdam, Holland, 
almost exactly a year hence. 

From a background of forty years’ experience in 
attending Christian conferences of all kinds in many 
lands, the writer believes that it would be hard to 
point to any conference that has been better setup 
or more carefully planned from the point of view 
of relevance, competence of leadership, and the 
combination of large and small sessions. Dr, Charles 
Morrison, Editor of the Christian Century, said of 
the conference on its third day: “This meeting will 
set the tone of American Protestantism for at least 
a decade.” And he told the writer that he feared it 
might make Amsterdam an anti-climax ! 

What was the special nature of the program? It 
was designed in the first place to show the ways 
in which the church of Christ today is confronted 
by a civilization sick unto death and apparently 
steadily approaching its doom. Powerful analysis 
and penetrating criticism at the outset assured a 
mood of realism and made impossible any easy go- 
ing complacency about the state of the world. In- 
deed so intense was the concentration on this vivi- 
section of an ailing culture, shot through with secu- 
larism and apparently bent on self-destruction, that 
some said the delegates would be overcome with 
fear, fatigue and frustration—if not doomed to 
fatalism. This all had to do with the description of 
man’s disorder . . . in political, economic, domestic, 
racial and class relationships, as well as in the ex- 
istential church with its secularized approach to the 
problems of contemporary civilization. Nothing es- 
sential in the dimensions or character of this disor- 


der seemed to escape attention either in the plat- 
form addresses of such men as Charles Taft, Sam- 
uel McCrea Cavert, Roswell P. Barnes, and Buell 
Gallagher, or in the thirty-two discussion groups 
into which the delegates separated every evening for 
more intimate handling of the problems before them. 

But when the time came in the program to turn 
from analysis to the presentation of the Gospel of 
Christ for every human need there was no lack of 
definite and constructive thinking. As Dr. John Mac- 
kay put it: “when one purposefully fits himself in 
with God’s design there can be no futility, no sense 
of fatuousness.” For, as he insisted, “the Christian 
church has shown herself the grandest institution in 
contemporary history—even though far from being 
what she knows she should be. . . . The good news 
is that there is a Christian community in which 
God’s glory is manifest. It is more than the soul 
of those who are in it because it is the body of Christ 
made manifest.” Admitting that our civilization— 
the twenty-first as Toynbee reckons—may destroy 
itself and disappear, Dr. Mackay and others asserted 
faith that life will prevail and God’s purposes for 
life ultimately be realized. 

The hundreds of young men and women com- 
posing the conference obviously assented to the as- 
sertion that “all real life is meeting’—the confron- 
tation of life with life, God with man, and man 
with his fellows. Together they sought in notable 
worship services, led by President Alexander Za- 
briskie of Virginia Theological Seminary, to face 
the full implications of Our Lord’s Prayer; in inten- 
sive Bible study, outlined by Chancellor Harvie 
Branscomb and Dean John Benton, they confronted 
the basis of Christian teaching with respect to the 
problems of man and his world; in 22 “interest 
groups” they looked at every aspect of the world- 
wide work of the church; and out of the study, the 
prayer, and the fellowship they sought to derive a 
clear sense of personal relationship to God’s design 
and confidence in his dominion over the forces of 
evil wherever manifested. 

Nothing could more quickly reveal the compre- 
hensiveness and the intelligence of the program than 
a quick summary of it such as was provided every 
delegate in advance. It was as follows: 





Man’s Disorder: 1) The predicament of modern 
civilization. A discussion in basic terms, making 
clear the Christian presuppositions from which the 
analysis is made. 2) The sickness of society. A 
discussion in the area of political and economic struc- 
ture. 3) The effect of the ills of social structure 
upon the churches, with special attention to the limi- 
tations and resources inherent in the involvement of 
the churches in capitalistic-democratic-nationalistic 
society. 4) Dominant cultural forces which control 
individual life, with special attention to the impor- 
tance of secularism and racism, 5) The effect of 
cultural forces, especially secularism and racism, 
upon the churches. 

God’s Design: 1) The Gospel. A statement of 
the basic Christian message, with special attention 
to those aspects of it which are particularly relevant 
to the present scene. 2) The transmission of the 
Gospel. A discussion of evangelism in the contem- 
porary world emphasizing the source of evangelistic 
power, how the Gospel may be effectively stated, 
and how it may be addressed to groups as well as 
individuals. 3) The World Church. Worship and 
panel presentation of the imperatives before the ecu- 
menical church. 4) The unity of the church, includ- 
ing reference to the basic grounds of Christian unity, 
the present real differences, and the future strategy 
of the churches in regard to increased unity. 

God’s Design, Man’s Disorder, and the Challenge 
to the Minister: 1) The function and task of the 
minister in achieving political and economic justice. 
2) The function and task of the minister in relation 
to secular culture, racism, and the unity of the church. 
3) The vocation of the minister. 

In view of the high competence and spiritual fer- 
vor of the leaders and delegates of “Oxford 1947,” 
definite progress in corporate thinking is assured for 
at least a cross section of the ministry of tomorrow in 
North America. mm. S..2., 


Editorial Notes 


In a rather cheerless world the news from India 
is most cheering. Only a few months ago India 
seemed to be stumbling toward a civil war which 
threatened to drown its long hoped-for freedom in 
blood. Hindus and Moslems could agree on nothing ; 
and resentment against Britain was so great that 
British influence was unable to compose the tension 
between the Indian parties. Then the labor gov- 
ernment announced that Britain would quit India 
on a definite date in 1948. Churchill fumed and ac- 
cused the government of beating an ignoble retreat. 

As it turned out that act of renunciation was a 
creative new beginning in the affairs of India. It 
mitigated the resentments against the imperial power 


which blinded the various factions in India and 
made it difficult or impossible for them to come to 
terms with their own problems. But, more impor- 
tant, it restored Britain’s moral authority and cre- 
ated a new atmosphere of mutual trust, which en- 
abled the Viceroy to offer a partition plan to the 
Moslems and Hindus and secure their acceptance of 
it. It is of course regrettable that India must be 
divided; but the necessity for such a division has 
been recognized by all sides for some time. It seemed 
however, that the division could not be made with- 
out civil strife. Now there are good prospects of a 
peaceful solution. 

The most surprising turn in the events of India 
is the willingness of both Moslems and Hindus to 
remain as members of the British Commonwealth 
with Dominion status, it being understood, of course, 
that they may claim absolute independence at any 
time. There is a real probability that, now that the 
right of complete independence is unchallenged, both 
new nations may be inclined to look more favorably 
upon the advantages of Dominion status. 

These developments in India may well remind us 
that even among nations, and not merely among in- 
dividuals, those who seek to gain their life lose it 
and those who are willing to lose it will find it. It 
is not possible to dispense with the use of force and 
coercion in the collective relations of mankind; but 
it is also true that the authority of force is strictly 
limited and that the final authority is always moral. 
The moral authority by which Britain is solving the 
problems of India, was gained in an act of renunci- 
ation. 





Are we not, as a nation, much too hysterical about 
recent events in Hungary? We may not like to see 
a Communist regime established there; but there is 
a Russian army of occupation in Hungary and it was 
therefore a foregone conclusion that sooner or later 
such a coup would be attempted. It is, of course, 
disquieting to realize how difficult it is for us to 
match the Russians in the kind of politics which 
brought about the overthrow of the Hungarian gov- 
ernment. But that overthrow has not materially al- 
tered the power realities of Europe, What is really 
important is to prevent France and Germany from 
becoming communist; and that can only be accom- 
plished by a more creative initiative than we have 
thus far proved ourselves capable of. Perhaps Sec- 
retary Marshall’s Harvard address and his sugges- 
tion for an economically united Europe may prove 
to be a new beginning. But in any event, the grow- 
ing hysteria in America about Russia is a sign of 
immaturity. We should know our strength enough 
to be saved from these jitters; and as Christians we 
should learn to live more serenely amidst today’s 
perils. R. N. 
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Psychotherapy: A Contribution to Religious 
Life and Thought 


FRITZ KUNKEL, M.D. 


The Historical Situation 


HE history of psychotherapy, comprising only 

fifty or sixty years, has been turbulent. The 
naive naturalism of Sigmund Freud, his determin- 
ism and pessimism, have been superseded by Al- 
fred Adler’s naive optimism and indeterminism. 
Now, these initial stages are obsolete, at least in 
theory; though their practical values are still suffi- 
cient to ensure their survival for another generation. 
The great innovator and revolutionizer was Carl 
Jung. He built, or rather discovered, the founda- 
tions of our young and weak psychological system, 
not in any theory of cognition or philosophy of hu- 
man nature, but in the history of the human race. 

Jung took seriously the often repeated common- 
place that the psychotherapist is trying to do what 
the ancient priest and initiator of the mysteries had 
done, and what the modern minister, perhaps, should 
do too. Healing still remains our main interest, but 
we leave the insane to what we call “academic psy- 
chiatry.” We turn from the serious cases of neurosis 
more and more to the transitory sufferings of average 
people. Every normal person, we think, is bound to 
go through nervous crises or even nervous break- 
downs at least once or twice during his life time. That 
is his opportunity to shed the old and outworn ideas 
of his tradition, to find himself, and to become a new 
man. It is difficult, of course, and even dangerous 
to outgrow the past and to enter through the narrow 
gate which leads into the future of mankind. Doubt, 
guilt and anxiety are the usual symptoms of this 
process; and the more so, the more we hesitate, or 
go astray. St. Paul had a “nervous breakdown” 
after his conversion. Would you have sent him to 
see an oculist instead of a fellow Christian? Such 
a crisis is the birth of the mature personality, the 
birth of the future man. Who is the obstetrician of 
the soul? 

If the churches leave this vast field of badly 
needed work to the secular sciences, it is almost cer- 
tain that a spiritual miscarriage will ensue. Secular 
scientists, including Freud and Adler, are not 
equipped for spiritual midwifery. If the churches 
are not equipped either, because they do not under- 
stand psychopathology, then the ministers have to 
study medicine ; or will they leave the spiritual evo- 
lution of mankind to the haphazard influences of ob- 
solete philosophies simply because it is too difficult 
to study medicine and theology at the same time? 

The historical process, however, cannot be 
stopped. The “revolution” which started with Jung 
and which continues in the so-called We-Psychology 


is not a controversy between schools, not a battle of 
books. It is a revolution within men. A small but 
steadily increasing number of “normal” people are 
deeply influenced by the discovery that modern 
psychotherapy can explore and, to a certain extent, 
influence and hasten the painful process of “finding 
ourselves” and “awakening to a higher level of con- 
sciousness.” If these people come from the side of 
secular science they find themselves overwhelmed 
with religious experiences which they had never ex- 
pected. If their background is religious and theologi- 
cal, they are fascinated by a new approach to the 
cherished treasures of their spiritual life. Their 
theology is not less revolutionized than the science 
and philosophy of the former group. And in both 
groups the capacity to understand and guide the seek- 
ing and suffering sheep of their flocks is greatly in- 
creased. 

Jung put psychotherapy on respectable historical 
foundations linking it up with oriental and classic 
traditions. The We-Psychology shortens the way, 
claiming St. Paul as its ancestor. His “I can will 
what is right but I cannot do it” is the starting point 
of our psychology; and his interpretation is ours. 
The New Testament has become our textbook, in a 
similar sense as “the Secret of the Golden Flower” 
is a Jungian textbook. A more intimate co-operation 
of psychotherapy and theology is unavoidable. And 
it is to be hoped that new and creative developments 
will result not only personally within psychotherap- 
ists and theologians, but also in theology and psy- 
chotherapy as objective expressions of our histori- 
cal situation. 


Jungs Concept of the “Shadow” 


Theologians and psychologists begin to recognize 
that “the terms ‘neurosis’ and ‘sin’ often refer to the 
same set of facts.” (See D. E. Roberts’ article in 
“Christianity and Crisis” of February 3rd, 1947.) 
The “striving for superiority” as described by Al- 
fred Adler and the “four types of egocentricity” 
which the We-Psychology has developed are closely 
related to the enumerations of sins in the New 
Testament (e.g. Romans 1 :28-31). 

At first sight our psychology seems to offer a com- 
plete interpretation and explanation of the theologi- 
cal term “sin” on merely psychological grounds. Sin 
appears as the selfish (though often involuntary) 
withdrawal of the individual from his responsibility 
for the group. The egocentric person exploits his 
environment in the service of the Ego, and he tries 
to use God, for instance by prayer, as if He were 








just another part of this environment. Egocentri- 
city is a contagious disease of the soul. Parents 
transmit it to their children as they received it from 
their ancestors. The problem of the “Original Sin” 
seems to be solved in the sense that all individuals 
of all generations are victims of the same epidemic. 

This idea is correct but not sufficient. For many 
years our individualistic eyeglasses prevented us 
from seeing the deeper truth. Now every addict and 
every fanatic shows us that we were wrong. The 
drunkard starts drinking for egocentric reasons, for 
instance, because he is ashamed to refuse an invita- 
tion. But as soon as the Demon Alcohol takes hold 
of him he sacrifices the same Ego in the service of 
which he began to drink, He starts in order to save 
his reputation, then he destroys his reputation, 
health, career, and everything. It is as if a super- 
individual force sways him in spite of his egocen- 
tricity. 

The explanation of sin as offered by individual 
psychology is insufficient. Stronger forces than in- 
dividual egocentricity are involved. Egocentricity 
may enable them to take hold of us, but once they 
are in power they prove to be the enemies of the 
Ego. Moreover these forces can take hold of large 
groups of individuals. Fascism is the latest and most 
dangerous example of such an “addiction.” Psy- 
chology is confronted with two new problems, and 
theology cannot afford to ignore them: First, there 
are unconscious powers operating within us stronger 
than our conscious self-control (here psychology 
develops into depth-psychology). Second, these 
forces are superindividual; they can take hold of 
whole nations (here individual psychology grows 
into collective psychology). Jung’s concept of the 
“collective unconscious” is a brilliant attempt to 
solve these two problems with one stroke. 

The most important aspect of the “collective un- 
conscious” for our present problem is the “Shadow.” 
Imagine twenty respectable people living together 
for many years in a small community. One of the 
younger children does not do so well. He is often 
reprimanded, but this makes it only worse. He re- 
bels against the traditional pattern of the group. He 
becomes an outsider, an outcast and finally disap- 
pears, disowned and pitied, as a disgrace of the re- 
spectable group.—Our explanation is: He carries the 
“Shadow” of the group. His life is a manifestation 
of the unsolved problems of the other members of 
the group. He is their scapegoat, Had they solved 
their own problems he would not have perished. 

We think that every human being carries all the 
potentialities of the human race in his soul. These 
potentialities can be developed or repressed, they 
can become conscious or remain unconscious. And 
in either case they can express themselves in a con- 
structive or in a destructive form. If they remain 
unconscious and express themselves in a destructive 
way, they constitute the “Shadow” either of an in- 





dividual or of a whole group. 

The group “Shadow” is visible in the outer world. 
Deviation, crime and neurosis are its characteristics. 
But this collective “Shadow” is the result of all the 
subjective “Shadows” within all the individuals. 
Yet everybody’s individual “Shadow” is a “Shadow” 
only because the group forces him to condemn and 
repress this particular side of his life. The power 
of the “Shadow” is not limited to the resources of 
the individual. Here lies the difference between 
Freud’s concept of “repression” and Jung’s concept 
of the “collective unconscious.” The man who car- 
ries the “Shadow” of the group is driven into his 
addiction, passion, or crime by forces which by far 
exceed his skillfulness, endurance, energy, and 
courage. He is in the grips of something greater than 
the individual. 

We have reached the point where individualism 
collapses; we are confronted with the tremendous 
task of rethinking and reshaping all our concepts 
and ideas. This can be done only by the combined 
efforts of psychology and theology. 


The We-Psychology 


The concept of the “collective unconscious” con- 
fronts us with two major problems, both transcend- 
ing the realm of empirical psychology. The first 
problem concerns the relationship between individ- 
ualism and collectivism; the second represents the 
modern form of the age-old strife between nominal- 
ism and realism. 

The first problem is based on the statement, “I 
am in the group and the group is within me” (re- 
minding us of St. John’s “I in you and you in me”). 
I can be, of course, a member of several groups 
(family, church, political party, army, nation). They 
should form a system, but they often don’t, they con- 
flict within the individual. In what sense can con- 
flicting groups exist within one individual? Should 
the conflict of loyalties be interpreted as a conflict 
of “group spirits” in the sense of Hegel? That leads 
us to the next problem: how and where do the col- 
lective powers, the “archetypes” in Jung’s terminol- 
ogy exist (or subsist) ? What is their nature? Are 
they abstract terms, theoretical concepts (nomina) ? 
Or are they entitles in their own right (realia) ? 

The We-Psychology offers an answer to these 
questions. It does not solve all theoretical problems, 
of course, but it provides the practical tools for fur- 
ther investigation. The We-Psychology was origi- 
nally designed to create a common basis on which 
the findings of Freud, Adler, and Jung could be com- 
bined. This basis had to be deeper than the basic 
ideas of either one of the great Pioneers, yet without 
being a merely theoretical concept. It was to be ex- 
pected that such a basis could be found only in the 
realm of Christianity. We called it the “We-Ex- 
perience.” 

The child and the native tribesman share the 
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moods of the group. If one tribesman has sinned 
the whole tribe is contaminated, “We are unclean.” 
That is the “primitive We-Experience.” The mod- 
ern adult falls in love and the interest and welfare 
of his loved is his own interest and welfare, “We 
are one.” —A battleship sinks, and every citizen feels, 
or should feel, “We lost a ship.”—This is the 
“mature We-Experience”’; a genuine and essential 
factor in our life, though ignored or misinterpreted 
by the individualists. 

The highest form of the “We-Experience” is the 
“AGAPE” of the New Testament. And in the New 
Testament we find the explanation of our “We-Ex- 
periences.” The way of history leads from the old 
tribal life to the brotherhood of man, from the serv- 
ice of tribal gods to the experience of “Christ within 
us,” the same Christ within each one of all the in- 
numerable and greatly different individuals. 

If we go astray, as we all do, we grow egocentric, 
our conscious personality is cut off from our own 
unconscious (which we have in common with our 
fellowmen) ; we ignore the collective within us and 
within others ; the ignored collective power develops 
into the “Shadow”; and both the Ego and the 
“Shadow” will sin. If we remain in the collective, 
like little children, we again sin. Collectivism in its 
pure form is bad; individualism in its pure form is 
equally bad. The goal of history seems to be the 
non-egocentric form of individualism which Jung 
has described as “Individuation.” It is characterized 
by good communications between the conscious mind 
(Ego) and the collective powers of the unconscious 
(archetypes). 

The primitive “We-Experience” can be under- 
stood as the predominance of the archetypes (the 
tribal gods) which sway the whole group regardless 
of individual differences. The realm of rugged in- 
dividualism is the realm of sin. The Egos compete 
with each other and the “Shadows” close in on 
them. Christianity is the redemption of the 
“Shadows” and the re-integration of the conscious 
Egos with the unconscious archetypes. However, 
this is possible only if a power beyond the arche- 
types (“beyond the angels”) takes the central place 
within each individual. The Ego-center then is 
superseded by the We-center, competition is re- 
placed by love and “Christ dawns on us.” 

It is clear that such a “religious psychology” re- 
quires the cooperation of theologians and philoso- 
phers as well as of historians and biologists. But if 
this cooperation succeeds it will provide adequate 
tools for the solution of many problems of our time. 


Authors in this Issue: 


Fritz Kunkel is the author of “In Search of Maturity,” 
“Creation Continues,’ and other books in the field of 
psychotherapy and religion. 

A. J. Brace spent 25 years in West China as YMCA 
Secretary. 


A German Prayer 


(The following prayer for Eastertide was dis- 
tributed by the Evangelical Church of Saxony, in 
the Russian Zone, and was suppressed by the Rus- 
sian military authorities. We publish the prayer as 
an interesting indication of the spiritual temper of 
the German church. Its suppression by military 
authorities of the Russian Zone reveals the increas- 
ing problems of religious liberty in the zone.) 


LMIGHTY God, Lord of heaven and earth, who 
raised Thy Son Jesus Christ from the dead, 
that through His resurrection we are born again 
into a lively hope, into an imperishable, pure and 
eternal heritage, we thank Thee for Thy great 
mercy, and entreat Thee to help us to lead a new 
life. Let us never forget what Thou hast provided 
us in suffering for us the death and resurrection of 
Thy Son. Help Thy Church, that it may receive 
the true Gospel, and may proclaim it pure and un- 
defiled, in the face of all opposition, all indifference, 
and all untruthfulness. For that purpose, grant Thy 
Church faithful pastors and teachers, who confess 
Thy holy truth without fear, and testify before the 
world without vacillation. 


Help our people that in their great need they may 
learn again to hearken attentively to Thy Word. 
that they may not harden their hearts on account of 
the boundless sorrow through which Thou leadest 
us today, and so draw upon themselves new sin, but 
that they may turn to Thee, that Thou mayst have 
mercy upon them, forgive them their transgression, 
and cut short their time of affliction. 


We commend to Thy care particularly all the 
weary and heavy-laden, the aged and the sick, those 
who are hungry and cold, the millions who are 
driven from their homelands, and now struggle to 
build a new life for themselves. 


We commend to Thee our prisoners of war, who 
yearn for return to their homes, and are consumed 
with longing for their families, 


We commend to Thee those who have been ar- 
rested and imprisoned, of whom we do not know, 
who still cling to life, wherever they may be. Sup- 
port them and their families in their anxiety and 
sorrow; let them find comfort and strength and 
peace in Thy saving Word, until by Thee they may 
be liberated and brought home again. 


In particular we raise our hands to Thee and 
implore Thee that Thou wilt fill with Thy Spirit the 
hearts of those who now counsel together concern- 
ing the peace of the world; guide them to recognize 
their responsibility before Thee, and thus lead them 
in the only way in which deliverance is to be found 
for harassed humanity, especially for our poor peo- 
ple, so grossly deluded, and now so crushed and 
torn. 





Lord God in heaven, knowing no other counsel, we 
take refuge in Thy compassion. Let us not be swal- 
lowed up in hopelessness and despair, but imbue us 
with the assurance which points beyond time to 
Thine eternal home, which Thy Son has disclosed 
in His death and resurrection. O, let the light of 
Thy Easter sun shine forth into all places of dark- 
ness, and fill us with confidence in the promise of 
Thy dear Son to us: Because I live, ve shall live 
also. May we behold Thy glory here on earth, and 
so live in patience, bearing the burden which Thou 
hast laid upon us, and being made ready from day 
to day for Thine eternity. Amen. 


Debate on China 


A. J. BRACE 


the March 31, 1947, issue of Christianity and 
Crisis, Professor Michael Lindsay’s article, “Is a 
Settlement in China Possible?” once again is an in- 
dication of the oft-repeated statement that a case for 
any point of view on China can be made by piling 
enough selective evidence. 

After twenty-five years in West China as a 
Y.M.C.A. Secretary and teacher of Modern History 
(Current Events) in the Chengtu Provincial Uni- 
versity, as well as many years acting as A.P. Corre- 
spondent, I have watched the rise of Communism 
from the coming of “Comrade” Borodin from Mos- 
cow to China in 1920, and know something of its 
deleterious influence while it has eventuated in an 
armed opposition party which no modern Free State 
could tolerate in the Western World. As Edgar 
Mowrer recently stated, “What was a virtue in Abra- 
ham Lincoln cannot be a vice in Chiang Kai-Shek.” 

It is easy for Professor Lindsay to state “Chiang 
Kai-Shek’s sympathies are clearly with the right- 
wing,” but that does not tell half the story. There is 
no mention of the fact that throughout the war in 
Chungking, Chiang permitted the publishing of a 
Communist newspaper, and was always on friendly 
terms with the Communist leader, Chao En-Lai, 
who had freedom of access and exit at all times. 
Also, after Mao Tze-Tung, the No. 1 Communist 
leader, sat in for six weeks with Chiang Kai-Shek 
in Chungking, he stated: “70% of our problems are 
settled, and we can dispose of the rest by friendly 
negotiation,” but the view was not accepted by his 
confreres and Russian advisors at Yenan. 


Professor Searle Bates, of Nanking University, in 
your issue of October 28th, probably makes a better 
case when he states: “As Communist demands have 
been sharply raised and varied, these men [Chinese 
and American friends committed to a compromise] 
have insisted that the government must accept them 
promptly and completely or be responsible for war.” 





Professor Lindsay heaps his scorn on “Govern- 
ment Secret Police,’ but says not a word about 
Communist Secret Police, concentration camps, and 
summary methods of liquidation. Dr, Lin Yu-Tang 
and Dr. Walter Judd have reported these fully in 
their writings. 

So many of our Western “Innocents Abroad” 
whitewash all the Communist faults and smear 
Chiang Kai-Shek and other leaders who carry heavy 
responsibility. One does not have to condone the 
victims of the reactionaries in the government to 
make a fair appraisal of Chiang Kai-Shek. Dr. 
Leighton Stuart, our new American Ambassador, as 
reported by our press, coming back to U.S.A. after 
three years in a Japanese concentration camp, said: 
“T have the highest admiration for Chiang Kai-Shek. 
It distresses me to hear ignorant perhaps malicious 
misunderstanding of him. He is kept in power by 
the Chinese people, not by any political machine. 
He is not a Dictator, but expresses the will of the 
people, and personifies what they want at this time. 
His permanence is due to the people, and their re- 
tention of him is a tribute to the people themselves.” 


General Marshall’s message of 2,000 words re- 
veals the danger in both “Kuomintang dominant 
groups of reactionaries” and “dyed-in-the-wool 
Communists who do not hesitate to use the most 
drastic measures to gain their ends!” 


Dr. Van Dusen, in your Sept. 16th issue, is quite 
right when he says, “The Chinese Communists are 
committed to a single aim—domination of all China, 
‘Peace’ with those who oppose them can never be 
more: than an armed truce until the favorable mo- 
ment to strike.” We have enough evidence from 
Europe, such as Yugo-Slavia, that this is the proce- 
dure of Chinese Communists who would not tolerate 
an opposition party if they were in power, and this 
is what they criticize in the National Government. 
If the Russians had not permitted them the use of 
vast stores of Japanese munitions, the civil war 
would probably have ended before this. If the 
Chinese Communists gain power in China, with one 
quarter of the human race, then the stage is well set 
for World War III. 


It is very easy for Professor Lindsay to say, “The 
New Constitution is worse than the January agree- 
ments!’ But it is precisely the January agreements 
that are included in the New Constitution, which the 
Communists refused to accept and again raised their 
ante of unreasonable demands. 


Summing up, whether in Asia or Europe, it is 
clear that there are two conflicting ways of life; one 
based on Marxian Atheism and class warfare, the 
other based on Christianity with all our imperfec- 
tions, but standing for Liberty and the “Four Free- 
doms.” We must face the issue, be objective, take 
our stand and express our convictions without hate 
or the spirit of revenge. 
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The World Church: News and Notes 


India: South India Churches 
Prepare for Union 


With the announcement of the names of the new 
bishops, five of whom are Anglican and five of the 
other churches, a decisive step has been taken towards 
the inauguration of the United Church of South India. 
An Electoral College selected the ten new bishops out 
of several nominations submitted by the different Church 
Councils of the South India United Church, the Synods 
of the Methodist Church and the Diocesan Councils of 
the Anglican Communion. Arrangements are being 
made for their consecration in September, 1947. 


The importance of this event is stressed by Prof. 
P. D. Devanandan of the United Theological College, 
Bangalore, in a letter to the Ecumenical Press Service: 


Twenty-seven years of patient and persistent effort 
have gone into the making of the proposed United 
Church of South India. The denominations which enter 
into organic union are the Congregationalists and Pres- 
byterians, the Methodists and the Anglicans. 


The uniting churches have agreed to accept the his- 
toric episcopate in a constitutional form. But no par- 
ticular interpretation of episcopacy is accepted. Any 
communicant member of any church which is in fel- 
lowship with any of the uniting churches will be at 
liberty to communicate in any church of the United 
Church. If, for instance, a Presbyterian from Scot- 
land or a Methodist from Britain or a Congregationalist 
from America were visiting South India, they would 
be welcome to receive communion in any of the churches 
of the Church of South India. Moreover, any minis- 
ter of such a church will be free, as a visitor to minister 
or celebrate the Holy Communion in any church of 
the United Church, if he is invited to do so, provided 
the mutual pledge between the uniting churches is not 
violated. (E. P. S. Geneva) 


Health Cure for Pastors Through the 
World Council of Churches 


In order to meet the many requests received from 
different countries, the Reconstruction Department of 
the World Council of Churches has made arrangements 
for a health cure for sick pastors and church workers, 
whose health has suffered owing to the war and subse- 
quent conditions. Wherever possible, the patients will 
be helped in their own countries through their own 
Reconstruction Committees and through provision of 
special food parcels and medicaments if necessary, from 
the Reconstruction Department. Other cases, recom- 
mended by the competent Reconstruction Committee, 
will be taken care of by the Health Committee of the 
Reconstruction Department in Geneva. This Commit- 
tee has been working under the leadership of the Rev. 
Gote Hedenquist, Swedish pastor, since the beginning 
of this year and some hundred requests are already 
being dealt with. Mr. Hedenquist states that almost 
all “giving” churches are supplying this work finan- 
cially. The churches of Switzerland, Sweden and Den- 
mark have also made great efforts to receive pastors, 
members of pastors’ families and church workers for a 


rest cure. Twenty tubercular pastors have been invited 
to Sweden for a year’s cure in sanatoria. Other tubercu- 
lar pastors and church workers have been, and are to 
be invited to Switzerland through the Health Commit- 
tee, on the recommendation of the competent Church 
Reconstruction Committee. 


Some hundreds of pastors, members of pastors’ fami- 
lies and other church workers, who are not ill with 
tuberculosis, but who are in need of a rest cure in 
congenial surroundings, have already been invited to 
Switzerland and Sweden; Denmark will be receiving 
seventy of these pastors and teachers from different 
countries in August or September. The latter will also 
have the opportunity of meeting Scandinavian theo- 
logical professors at a course to be held in September 
in a Folk High School in Denmark. (E.P.S. Geneva) 


CWS Sponsors European 
Recording Team’‘s Tour 


American Protestants will soon be listening to a re- 
ligious radio series which will highlight what their dol- 
lars and cents are accomplishing in the rehabilitation 
of Europe. Church World Service is sponsoring a 
three-month tour of Europe’s war devastated areas to 
be made by Frank Papp, NBC production director and 
producer of “The Eternal Light.” NBC has granted a 
three month leave of absence to Papp to make the 17- 
country visit, and is paying his salary as a contribution 
to church relief work. 


Accompanying Papp is Noel Warwick, engineer for 
NBC’s radio recording division. Warwick, not included 
in the original plan for the tour, heard of the nature 
and purpose of the assignment, and has offered his ser- 
vices free of charge as engineer for the project. 


Interviews with people in displaced persons camps, 
hospitals, child feeding centers, theological seminaries, 
and churches will be conducted and recorded on tape 
for later inclusion in fifteen-minute recorded programs. 
Material gathered for the series will be produced by 
the Joint Religious Radio Committee into documentary, 
interview, and dramatic programs. It is expected that 
over 400 United States stations will broadcast the series 
which will be ready in the late fall. (RNS) 


World Council Membership Increases 


The American Lutheran Church has joined the 
World Council of Churches, Miss Eleanor Kent 
Browne, associate secretary of the Council’s American 
Committee, has announced. 


With the addition of the Lutheran group, member- 
ship in the World Council now totals 106 church bodies 
in 37 countries. 


At the same time, Miss Browne announced that the 
Salvation Army has appointed two of its officials, Com- 
missioner Ernest I. Pugmire and Colonel George Dar- 
by, as its representatives on the Council’s American 
Committee. 
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Threatens Danish Clergy “Strike” 
If Women Are Ordained 


A “strike” of 500 clergymen belonging to the Inner 
Mission of the Danish State Lutheran Church has been 
threatened if women are permitted to enter the Lutheran 
ministry. 

The threat was made by Pastor Christian Bartholdy, 
chairman of the Inner Mission, who declared that he 
is “absolutely opposed” to women as clergymen and 
asserted that if they are permitted to take holy orders 
he will call a protest strike of pastors. 

The question of women clergymen came to the fore 
recently when all but one of Denmark’s nine Lutheran 
bishops announced they will refuse to ordain a young 
woman theological graduate who wants to become the 
country’s first minister of her sex. The woman is Miss 
Johanne Anderson, who has been offered a post as 
minister by a Lutheran congregation at Noerre Alslev, 
Falster, if she is properly ordained. (RNS) 


Germany: Roman Catholics and 
The Reformation 


In Munich the “Institute for Research on the Refor- 

_mation” has been founded by Roman Catholics, under 
_the supervision of Father Hugo Lang, O.S.B. “The 
lustitute aims at bringing the confessions together for 
scientific study on questions concerning the Reforma- 
tion period, and at preparing the way for genuine under- 
standing.” (E. P. S. Geneva) 
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Church Leader Reports 
New Hope for DPs 


Doubt that the new International Refugee Relief Or- 
ganization will be established has now evaporated, Elfan 
Rees observer for the World Council of Churches at 
the recent IRO preparatory commission meeting in Lau- 
sanne, declared. 

“The governments represented on the preparatory 
commission, while they have differences of policy, seem, 
most encouragingly, to have very few of motive or aim,” 
Rees said in a report to the Ecumenical Refugee Com- 
mission, an arm of the World Council. Rees, a Brit- 
isher, is on the commission’s London staff. 

Rees declared that his major impression gathered at 
the Lausanne meeting was the improvement in resettle- 
ment prospects because of the sudden shift in the status 
of the displaced person from a liability to an economic 
asset. 

He warned churches, however, that the transforma- 
tion of DP prospects “is due to no deepened sense of 
brotherhood and concern, but almost wholly to a new 
appreciation of the economic potentialities of the refugees 
in a day of manpower shortages.” (RNS) 


World Council to Draw Up Five-Year 
Religious Reconstruction Plan 


Dr. J. Hutchison Cockburn, director of the Depart- 
ment of Reconstruction and Inter-Church Aid of the 
World Council of Churches, announced from Geneva 
that he will shortly draw up a “five-year-plan” for re- 
ligious reconstruction in Europe. 

The World Council leader said that during his recent 
tour of the United States, he had received the impres- 
sion that American churchmen will consider making 
large-scale appropriations if spiritual reconstruction is 
planned on a long-term basis. 

“The Americans are anxious for a program with which 
they can lay the foundations of a new civilization in 
Europe,” Dr. Cockburn said. “The day of emergency 
‘patchwork’ aid is over, except in some countries, such 
as Romania, where we have been able only to begin our 
work.” 

The proposed five-year-plan for American aid on a 
regular, anticipated basis, will be discussed, Dr. Cock- 
burn disclosed, by interdenominational leaders in the 
United States next fall and then sent to the denomina- 
tions for action. (RNS) 


Refuses Blanket 
Condemnation of Atomic Bomb 


The Committee on Church and Nation reported to the 
General Assembly of the Church of Scotland held in 
Edinburgh, that it is unable to recommend a blanket 
condemnation of the atomic bomb as a military weapon. 

It asserted, however, that the United States, the 
United Kingdom and the Dominion of Canada should 
“solemnly pledge to mankind, so far as concerns the in- 
terval until effective international control is established, 
that they will never use the atomic bomb as a weapon 
of offense against any nation.” (RNS) 
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